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Pre-school Admissions Policy 2026-2027
It is our intention to ensure that all sections of our community have access to the setting through open, fair and clearly communicated procedures. 
We will ensure that: 
· Our existence is widely known in the local community and surrounding areas by advertising. 
· Provide translated written materials where there are communication barriers.
· Describe our setting and its practices in terms that make it clear that it welcomes both fathers and mothers, other relations and other carers, including childminders. 
· Describe our setting and its practices in terms of how it treats each child and their family, having regard to their needs arising from their gender, special educational needs, disabilities, social background, religion, and ethnicity or from English being a newly acquired additional language. 
· Our Equality Policy is available to all on our website.

Applying for a place in the Early Years Unit 
Parents/carers should contact the Pre-School Co-ordinator to request a place and provide the information needed to consider their application, including their child’s name and date of birth, parent/carer contact details, preferred start date and requested sessions.
The Pre-School Co-ordinator will maintain a Pre-School admissions list. Inclusion on this list does not guarantee a place. The length of time a child’s name has been on the list will not be taken into consideration when allocating places.
Places will be allocated in accordance with this policy. The Pre-School Co-ordinator will inform parents/carers whether a place can be offered and confirm the agreed start date and sessions.
Age Range
Until December 2026, Pre-School places will continue to be offered to children in the school year immediately before they are due to start Reception. Under these arrangements, children are eligible to start in the September after their third birthday.
From January 2027, Chawson Pre-School will extend its provision to admit younger children, known as “Rising 3s”, from the age of 2 years and 9 months. We will accept children in their Nursery 1 and Nursery 2 year (the two years prior to starting school).
Rising 3 places will be subject to availability and the admissions criteria below. Children must have reached the age of 2 years and 9 months on or before their agreed start date. Start dates can be at any point throughout the academic year. 

Children cannot start before the date on which they reach 2 years and 9 months, even if they are eligible for funded childcare before that date. Reaching the minimum age does not guarantee a place.
Once admitted, children may continue to attend Pre-School until they are due to start Reception.
Attendance at Chawson Pre-School does not guarantee a place, or give a child priority, for admission to Reception at Chawson Community First School. Applications for Reception places must be made separately by submitting an online application through the Worcestershire County Council School Applications Portal. 
Funding
Chawson Pre-School accepts Early Years funded childcare entitlements for eligible children in accordance with the applicable government funding arrangements and the Local Authority provider agreement.
The funded hours available to a child, and the date from which funding can be used, depend on the child’s age, individual eligibility and the relevant funding rules. Admission from 2 years and 9 months does not automatically entitle a child to universal funded hours for three- and four-year-olds.
Parents/carers must provide the required eligibility information and any funding codes within the relevant timescales, and reconfirm eligibility where required. Funding must be confirmed with the school before funded sessions begin.
Information about available sessions, funded hours and any fees for separately agreed non-funded attendance will be provided by the school before parents/carers accept a place.
Criteria for admission into the Pre-School class if oversubscribed. 
If there are more applications than places available, the Pre-School Co-ordinator will use the following criteria:

1. Looked after children, children on the child protection register or those who are thought to be at risk of abuse or neglect. 
2. Children with exceptional, medical, social and educational needs identified by health, education or social care colleagues. Evidence should accompany applications. 
3. Children who have an older sibling attending the school and are within the local catchment area.
4. Children who live in the Priority Admission Area or local catchment area.
5. Children who live outside of the local catchment area but have a sibling connection at the School.
6. Children of staff members at Chawson First School.
7. Children who live outside the school’s catchment area in age order. 
8. Applications submitted after the closing date, irrespective of the criteria above. 






Dates for Admissions:
	Start Term:
	Deadline for applications in:
	Parents informed of decision:

	Autumn 2026
	Friday 22nd May 2026 (4pm)
	Friday 12th June 2026

	Spring 2027
	Friday 11th December 2026 onwards 
(This will be brought forward for 2028)
	Friday 18th December onwards
(This will be brought forward for 2028)

	Summer 2027
	Friday 5th February 2027
	26th February 2027

	Autumn 2027
	Friday 21st May 2027 (4pm)
	Friday 11th June 2027



The school will confirm the outcome of an in-year application and any agreed start date directly with parents/carers.
Policy approval and review
Original policy written: May 2023, by Emma Bartle, Pre-School Co-ordinator.
Revised draft: October 2026, to reflect the introduction of Rising 3 places from January 2027.
Approval body: School Governing Board.
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