Our topic this half term is:

Cross Curricular

What? We will learn about life in the Victorian schools; the rules, the punishment, the lessons and more and also

learn about what jobs children had to do

Why? To be able to understand how things have changed from the Victorian times to present day.

WOW! We will have Victorian Day at school and get to dress up in Victorian costumes.
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Reading Books: I Important information:
I [ | Trip to the Black Country Museum— Friday 7th March (see parent pay for information)

I Reading books will be changed on a Monday and Thursday. Re-
member to read EVERY day to be entered into the draw to win [ | Victorian school day—We will be spending the day dressed as Victorian children (costumes provided by school) and learning about school life in Victorian times.

| that £5 book voucher! I I World Book day— Thursday 6th March—see separate letter

I The children will choose a home reading book of their choice to

I I Red Nose Day- Friday 21st March— see separate letter
| bring home on a Friday. The children can change it weekly.



Topic fact sheet— Life in the past

What was it like being a child in Victorian times?
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What jobs did children have?

Life wasn’t the same for all children during the Victorian times. If you were a child from a poor family, you worked and worked to earn money for

The kind of life a child had depended on their family. your family. Children would work as chimney sweeps, work in factories, sell things on

the street and work down in the coal mines. The jobs were very

Children from rich Children from working class
families families dangerous at times and they would work very long hours.
. Were well fed and wore |e Ate poor food.

nice clothes.

. Didn’t have to go to . Had to go to work for
work. long hours.
. Had nice toys to play |e Didn’t have any
with. luxuries.
. Went on holiday. . Lived in damp and dirty
conditions. What were Victorian schools like?

Th ldb to 80 children i L d the teach
. Had pets like ponies. . Many children died from ere cowid be up to chiidren m a ciass an ¢ teachers

diseases i were very strict. Children sat on hard wooden benches and were
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chanting. Classrooms looked very different to how they do now!
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2 Key vocabulary
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Chimney sweep— children were often better at this job because they were
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& smaller. They would be sent up chimneys to brush soot away.
$ Victorian time- this is the time when Queen Victoria ruled Britain.

S Working class— people who worked in dangerous conditions and weren’t paid

§ very much.
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