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Our topic this term is:

Madagascar

Cross Curricular
What? Madagascar and different habitats

Why? We are learning about a contrasting island country so that the children can understand what
different places are like around the world. They will be comparing Madagascar’s weather, climate,
landscape, plants, animals, culture, jobs, food and transport to the U.K.

WOW! The children will be designing, making and tasting their own Madagascan rice dishes!
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I PE Information: Children will need to come to school wearing || Homework: I_ Upcoming trips and visitors: |y Important dates: |
their PE kits on these days. A reminder that children should not . .
wear earrings for PE or should wear earring tape. Il Times tables and spellings will continue to be sent home | We are hoping to visit Lower Smite Farm to II 3;::?3 s:::tgas?y"l:h-::sejg;léi}?;‘l\zr'ecbhmary I
2C- Tuesday and Thursday weekly. Children will also have a homework project to II complete work on habitats during the first Red Nose Day: Friday 21st March |
complete on Madagascar- details to follow shortly. I pc;:? of the Sulrlr\Lner' har'rr\r.1 Furl'rhsr‘ Parents’ Evening: Tuesday 25th and Thursday 27+h March
2MJ - Monday and Thursday . . . information will be sent shortly but we are
| Reading books will continue to be changed every Monday I anticipating the cost to be approx. £13. II |
2T- Monday and Tuesday |, and Thursday. ||_ |
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Madagascar Topic Fact Sheet

The flag of Madagascar is
white, red and green.

Madagascar is an island which is a piece of land
completely surrounded by water. It is located off
the coast of Africa after it split from the coast an
estimated 160 million years ago. It is the world's
fifth largest island.

It is located in the tropical climate zone where the
weather is usually hot and humid and has a wet
season.

Rainforest

A thick, tropical forest with lots of rainfall.

It is formed in four layers.

Madagascar has developed its own
ecosystem and extraordinary
wildlife. Many of the animals do
not exist anywhere else on Earth
making them endemic. Some of
the different animals are now so
low in number that they are
classed as endangered.

The Emergent layer

The trees grow very tall
here where there is lots
of sunlight. Eagles, bats
and butterflies also live -
here. 2 ‘ N
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The understory layer

The trees grow up to 24m
tall. There is less light
here so the trees grow

larger leaves.

understory

Chameleons and insects
live here.

The Canopy layer

The leaves of the trees
here form a roof. They
grow to 40m tall.

Lemurs, snakes, insects
and tree frogs are found
living here.

Key vocabulary

Endemic - something found in a
certain area.

Endangered - seriously at risk of
extinction.

Climate zone - an area with similar
weather and temperature.

Continent - a continuous expanse of
land. There are seven continents in the
world.

Extinction- when the last of a species
is no longer alive.

The Forest Floor

Here it is damp and
gloomy. Only ferns and
mosses grow here and

Fossas can be found
roaming on the ground.

People and Food

Madagascar is also home o more than
21 million people. The majority of the
population (80%) is poor and depend on
what they can farm to survive. They
grow and eat foods such as bananas,
rice, beans, pepper, vanilla, fomatoes,
spinach and coconut.




